

NEW LONDON VILLAGE COUNCIL

Workshop – Monday, May 18, 2026 @ 8:00 p.m.
Present: Shawn Pickworth, Mike Crabbs, Jason Anderson, Ed Fannin, John Gerlak, Steve Roeder, Dawn Hess, Joe Hicks, Bob Travis, Bryan Clime and Marvin McCallister. 
Mayor Toby Thomas called the workshop to order to discuss zoning enforcement for junk vehicles in the village.
The workshop began with a discussion on a property with several junk vehicles but they are all registered. Since these vehicles are registered, the police department is unable to site the property owner for these vehicles. The current way the village’s ordinance is worded makes it hard to enforce.
John Gerlak gave examples of how Vermilion handles junk vehicles.

The current Village of New London ordinance requires the vehicle be operable but that is sometimes hard to determine. 
Members of council agreed that they need to make some changes to the current ordinance to make it easier for the police and zoning departments to enforce. 

Village Solicitor, Natalie Schulte sent recommendations based on ordinances in place in other localities. Shawn Pickworth encouraged council to read through those recommendations and determine which ones they would like to adopt.

John Gerlak stated that the previous zoning inspector believes junk vehicles should be mainly handled by the police department since the issue concerns automobiles and the zoning inspector does not have access to the information needed such as running license plates.
The question was asked whether there is enough work for a full-time zoning inspector.

Mike Crabbs believes there is. Zoning is never going away.

Council determined they would have Natalie Schulte create new legislation for junk vehicles with stricter requirements. Members of council were pleased with the suggestions and examples that Natalie had provided. They feel the wording will be easier to enforce.
Bob Travis from East Street stated that enforcing junk vehicles could be a slippery slope. There are junk vehicles but there are also antique vehicles. Mr. Travis has antique vehicles. He also thinks entering a person’s property to get a VIN # off a vehicle could be controversial. Even if the ordinance states it is allowed, it could be challenged. If brought to court, the village could lose.
Mike Crabbs thanked Mr. Travis for his comments but wants him to know that council is just trying to make the village look better.
Bob Travis replied that he understands that but he just wants them to understand that junk and classic vehicles are two different things.

Marvin McCallister suggested the village incorporate a buy back program to clean up the village.

Council decided they would put their heads together and submit to Chief Hicks what they would like included in the revised ordinance. Chief Hicks will then submit the information to Natalie Schulte to draw up new legislation.

Steve Roeder brought up council’s request to require a licensed surveyor for zoning permits. He asked if this would be required for all permits such as a small shed or fence.
Members of council explained that the licensed surveyor would only be required for new construction that will be permanent.

The workshop was adjourned.
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